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I was born and grew up in Anaheim, where I attended Katella High School from 1978-1981. I 

played football at Katella and was awarded 1st-team All-Empire League as a defensive lineman 

my senior year.  

As I was growing up, I would occasionally hear about this football game from a long time ago, 

an epic battle between Anaheim High and Downey High.  And I would hear the name Mickey 

Flynn mentioned.  Many of my friends’ parents were Anaheim grads, and they would 

sometimes talk about those good ol’ days, including stories about AHS’s legendary coach Clare 

Van Hoorebeke.  Being from east Anaheim and not familiar with AHS history, it didn’t mean 

that much to me at the time. The game in question, the 1956 CIF championship, had occurred 

seven years before I was born. 

As I got older and started playing football at South Junior High, I began to pay more attention to 

football news in the Anaheim Bulletin, the Orange County Register, and the Los Angeles Times 

(we subscribed to all three!).  I remember seeing the ’56 CIF title game between Anaheim and 

Downey (along with articles about Flynn and Downey’s star halfback Randy Meadows) 

referenced in retrospective articles every few years.  But, again, it didn’t really register with me 

all that much.  

My connection to Anaheim High changed once I was in high school.  My junior year at Katella 

saw the arrival of three assistant coaches on our varsity football team who were all Anaheim 

graduates and former AHS football stars: Jim Johnson (’68), Dan Herrera (’73), and Art 

Garabedian (’76).  To be sure, every member of our team was hit with a healthy dose of 

Colonist-related history and pep talks.  Some of us resented it, but others were intrigued – 

myself included.  Katella was less than 15 years old at the time, and AHS had been around for 

about 80 years or so.  

My exposure to Anaheim High heightened before my senior year. Some of my teammates were 

friends with Lanny Booher, a quarterback for AHS at the time, and somehow several of us 

(myself and about five of my teammates) were invited in participate in the traditional pre-fall 

conditioning at AHS known simply as “Donnelly’s” if I recall correctly.  It was a great experience.  

I knew of several players on the AHS squad from when South had played Fremont for the 

division title in junior high in ‘77.  AHS players like Matt Palmer, Jack Woodring, and Pat 

Patterson stood out to me as exceptional athletes and team leaders.  

What struck me most about Donnelly’s was the camaraderie that the Colonists exhibited within 

the squad, let by coach Roger Stahlhut.  Sure, I was excited for the upcoming season as a 

Katella Knight, and my own teammates and I were a close-knit bunch.  But I remember being 

slightly envious of the Colonists because they possessed an esprit de corps that surpassed my 

own team.  

Anaheim made the playoffs that season.  Katella did not.  



 

As I went to college and started a career as a young adult, I don’t remember hearing about 

anything AHS-related for many years, as I was living in Los Angeles and then moved to the Twin 

Cities.  

But about a year ago I remember reading a thread on a UCLA football bulletin board online.  A 

poster had brought up legendary southland football games, and other posters were mentioning 

epic games they had attended.  Sure enough, the ’56 title game between Anaheim and Downey 

came up.  Having first heard about this game more than forty years prior, I finally decided to 

look it up online.  

Well, I was immediately hooked.  The game itself, as I was to learn later when watching the 

game film, was a classic.  But what really struck me were the parallel storylines that ran 

alongside the build-up to the game.  I was amazed at how much Flynn and Meadows were alike 

in so many ways.  The similarities between the two teams were striking, each squad comprised 

of all-CIF talent like Anaheim’s Joe Avitia and Downey’s Joe Salinger, two backfield stars who 

also complimented each other in their rugged style of play.  

The fact that Anaheim’s Van Hoorebeke and Downey’s coach Dick Hill would become southland 

coaching legends was another story in and of itself.  

As I studied the game more and more, I was led to a website called Lash’s Place, which is run by 

a San Mateo barber named Lash Stevenson who was the starting center on that ’56 Downey 

team.  Lash has collected news articles and memorabilia related to “The Big Game” for decades, 

and since 1985 he has hosted Downey sports reunions almost every single year.   

At Lash’s Place, he had linked an article entitled “The Golden Kingdom”, which was a short 

article that explained a book proposal by a Cal State Fullerton professor named Art Hansen.  

Hansen described how his book (which he has subsequently begun) was going to illustrate how 

high school football in the 1950s in southern California really coincided with so many dramatic 

changes within the post-WWII Cold War environment – an interesting backdrop to so much 

economic, social, and cultural change.  

At that moment it struck me that I must produce a documentary film about this topic.  Yes, the 

football game was going to drive the narrative, but the movie was really going to be about so 

much more – the end of an era, and the beginning of another.  The more I dug into this, the 

more it became clear that the Anaheim vs. Downey title game in ’56 really was the last of its 

kind.  Soon thereafter, Anaheim and Downey would no longer be “small towns.”  Disneyland, 

North American Rockwell, the California Angels, freeways, eight new high schools in ten years 

in Anaheim and Downey alone – that all changed the landscape forever.  And that was just in 

those two cities; consider the similar change that was eroding municipal boundaries all 

throughout the southland.  



In 1956, the Los Angeles Rams were the ONLY professional sports teams in southern California.  

USC and UCLA football were popular, but high school football was still King for so many smaller 

cities and towns in the region.  That would soon change.  The Dodgers arrived, followed by the 

Lakers, then the Angels, and even hockey – in a coastal plain region that didn’t even have snow.  

The changing infrastructure, the arrival of professional sports, an enormous influx of American 

transplants with no previous connection to the region (drawn to CA because of the abundant 

number of jobs in defense and aerospace) would all contribute to an entirely different state – 

one that would become the most populous in the nation by 1964.  

High school football would remain popular, but it would never again be King.  No longer would 

football games be town vs. town – they would eventually become school vs. school. 

The post-high school careers of Flynn and Meadows would also be the subject of news media 

for years to come, and in my opinion not all of it was fair to the young men.  But the fact 

remains that the title game in ’56 was also the apex of their careers as well, even if fans and 

sportswriters expected the two halfbacks to accomplish much more in college and beyond.  

For so many – players, fans, and citizens of the region – that title game in ’56 represented the 

end of an era – “a last hurrah.”  

Time does not stand still, and it waits for no one.  Thus, I am not trying to recapture the past.  I 

am, however, eager to properly document that past and commemorate it.  

This documentary project is not only aimed at Anaheim and Downey alumni, or even just sports 

fans, but rather anyone who cherishes our history.  And I’m not just talking about southern 

California history – all eyes of the nation were on California in the post-WWII years.  This is 

American history.   

Please help me document this important piece of American history with a donation toward 

production of “A Last Hurrah.” 

Paul Molina 

https://www.gofundme.com/alasthurrah 
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